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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Previously Presented): A method of transferring toner images to both sides 
of a recording medium, said method comprising the steps of: 

causing surfaces of a first and a second intermediate image transfer body to endlessly 
move while forming a nip in contact with each other; 

transferring a first toner image formed on an image carrier to said second intermediate 
image transfer body via said first intermediate image transfer body; 

transferring a second toner image formed on said image carrier to said first 
intermediate image transfer body; and 

transferring, when a recording medium nipped by the nip is being conveyed toward a 
side downstream of said nip in a direction in which said surfaces move, said first toner image 
from said second intermediate image transfer body to a first side of said recording medium 
and transferring said second toner image from said first intermediate image transfer body to a 
second side of said recording medium; 

wherein said second intermediate image transfer body is less deformable than said 
first intermediate image transfer body in a direction of thickness. 

Claim 2 (Previously Presented): In an image transferring device comprising a first 
and a second intermediate image transfer body whose surfaces endlessly move while forming 
a nip in contact with each other, and configured to transfer, when a recording medium nipped 
by said nip is being conveyed toward a side downstream of said nip in a direction in which 
said surfaces move, a first toner image transferred from an image carrier to said second 
intermediate image transfer body via said first intermediate image transfer body beforehand 
to a first side of said recording medium and transfer a second toner image transferred from 
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said image carrier to said first intermediate image transfer body beforehand to a second side 
of said recording medium said second intermediate image transfer body is less deformable 
than said first intermediate image transfer body in a direction of thickness. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The device as claimed in claim 2, wherein said first 
intermediate image transfer body int e rm e diate imag e transf e r body has a laminate structure. 

Claim 4 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 3, wherein said first intermediate 
image transfer body and said second intermediate image transfer body each comprise an 
intermediate image transfer belt passed over a plurality of support members and caused to 
endlessly move. 

Claim 5 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 4, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of support members over which said first intermediate image transfer belt is passed 
comprises a bias applying member configured to apply a bias to an inside surface of said first 
intermediate image transfer body for thereby electrostatically transferring the toner image 
from said image carrier to said first intermediate image transfer belt. 

Claim 6 (Previously Presented): The device as claimed in claim 5, wherein said first 
intermediate image transfer belt has surface resistance ranging from 10 5 Q-cm 2 to 10 12 Qcm 2 . 

Claim 7 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 4, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of support members over which said second intermediate image transfer belt is 
passed comprises a bias applying member configured to apply a bias to an inside surface of 
said second intermediate image transfer body for thereby electrostatically transferring the 
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toner image from said first intermediate image transfer body to said second intermediate 
image transfer belt. 

Claim 8 (Previously Presented): The device as claimed in claim 7, wherein said 
second intermediate image transfer belt has surface resistance ranging from 10 5 Qcm 2 to 10 12 
Hem 2 . 

Claim 9 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 7, wherein said second 
intermediate image transfer body includes a base formed of polyimide. 

Claim 10 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 9, wherein said second 
intermediate image transfer belt is 50 ^im to 600 |im thick. 

Claim 1 1 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 9, wherein said bias applying 
members over which said first intermediate image transfer belt and said second intermediate 
image transfer belt are respectively passed each comprise a rotatable roller. 

Claim 12 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 2, wherein said first intermediate 
image transfer body and said second intermediate image transfer body each comprise an 
intermediate image transfer belt passed over a plurality of support members and caused to 
endlessly move. 

Claim 13 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 12, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of support members over which said first intermediate image transfer belt is passed 
comprises a bias applying member configured to apply a bias to an inside surface of said first 
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intermediate image transfer body for thereby electrostatically transferring the toner image 
from said image carrier to said first intermediate image transfer belt. 

Claim 14 (Previously Presented): The device as claimed in claim 13, wherein said 

5 2 12 

first intermediate image transfer belt has surface resistance ranging from 10 Cl em to 10 
Qcm 2 . 

Claim 15 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 12, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of support members over which said second intermediate image transfer belt is 
passed comprises a bias applying member configured to apply a bias to an inside surface of 
said second intermediate image transfer body for thereby electrostatically transferring the 
toner image from said first intermediate image transfer body to said second intermediate 
image transfer belt. 

Claim 16 (Previously Presented): The device as claimed in claim 15, wherein said 
second intermediate image transfer belt has surface resistance ranging from 10 5 Qcm 2 to 10 

Claim 17 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 15, wherein said second 
intermediate image transfer body includes a base formed of polyimide. 

Claim 18 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 17, wherein said second 
intermediate image transfer belt is 50 (am to 600 |im thick. 
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Claim 19 (Original): The device as claimed in claim 15, wherein said bias applying 

members over which said first intermediate image transfer belt and said second intermediate 

image transfer belt are respectively passed each comprise a rotatable roller. 

Claims 20-31 (Canceled) 
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